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USE OF VIDEO CAMERA ON THE SCHOOL BUS 754

The Pittsville School District approves the use of video cameras to record student conduct on the
school buses for the primary purpose of reducing disciplinary problems and vandalism on the school
bus. This will allow the driver to focus on the driving of the bus, providing safer transportation for
the school district students.

Parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be notified once a year via the school bus rules and regulations that video
cameras may be used on the buses, and a sign shall be placed at the front of each bus indicating that
video cameras may be used on the bus.

The building principal shall determine when and on which bus a video camera shall be located and
maintain a log to include the date, bus number, and driver. The decision to use a video camera on a
bus shall be made only when there is a need to do so. Bus drivers do not need to be informed which
bus has a video in operation. Individual drivers and principals may request that the video camera be
placed on a specific bus on designated dates. Parent(s)/guardian(s) may contact the building
principal or his/her designee and request that a video camera be utilized on a specific bus.

Only the building principal or his/her designee, bus company employees, and superintendent or
designee shall be authorized to view the videotape for the purpose of documenting a problem and
determining which students may be involved. Disciplinary action may be taken with students based
on video documentation. Students may be disciplined based on the viewing of a videotape
recording. Their parent(s)/guardian(s) may view that isolated segment of the videotape that
documents the incident for which they are being disciplined. The building principal shall view the
videotape with the adult student and/or parent(s)/guardian(s) and document the date and the names of
all individuals viewing the tape.

The videotapes shall not be available for viewing by the public in general, employees in general,
media, or other individuals without prior approval of administration. The principals or
superintendent may authorize other individuals, such as the guidance counselor, school psychologist,
or social worker, to view segments of a specific videotape, if such individuals are working with the
student on the videotape because of a behavior, emotional, or learning problem, and viewing the
videotape is beneficial to their role in assisting the student. A log shall be kept of the date and names
of the individuals viewing the videotape.
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A student being disciplined based on the viewing of a videotape recording will use the following
procedure:

a. Only adult students (those at least 18 years old) and the parent(s)/guardian(s) of minor students
can view the videotape. Minor students cannot view the videotape.

b. If more than one student is identifiable in a given frame or series of frames, neither the student to
be disciplined (regardless of age) nor that student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) will be able to view the
tape unless:

1) the tape can be edited or altered so as to render all other students unrecognizable, or;

2) written consents are obtained from the other adult students and the parent(s)/guardian(s) of
the other minor students. Consents must be signed, dated, and must specify the records to be
disclosed, the purpose of the disclosure, and the party or parties to whom disclosure may be
made.

If there are no reported incidents pertaining to the date a video was taped, the video may be erased or
reused after three (3) student school days or ten (10) calendar days, whichever occurs first.
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